
Matthew’s Passion

Matthew’s account of the Passion is 2709 words long, slightly fewer than the size of 

the essay I did last week, and I’m sure that Matthew took considerably less time 

writing his account of the Passion than I spent on the essay.  For a few minutes today I 

want to talk about the Passion under two words. 

The first word is betrayal.

There a number of names which have become synonymous with betrayal, such as in 

last century, the name Quisling, but Judas has to be the most recognised name of them 

all.  Matthew’s account begins with Judas meeting the chief priests and agreeing a 

price for betraying Jesus.  In the next few verses, Jesus foretells Judas betraying him 

and then the actual betrayal takes place at Gethsemane.  Seems cut and dried, doesn’t 

it? The arch betrayer in the death of Jesus is Judas.  Now this homily is not meant to 

be taken as a rehabilitation of Judas, nor an apology for Judas, but there was a lot 

more betrayal attached to Jesus’s Passion and death than that of Judas.

We hear that Peter denied Christ three times, betrayal by another name, and that nine 

of the apostles were nowhere to be seen at the Crucifixion; only John was there.  The 

others in a way had also betrayed Jesus in his time of need, though to be fair to Peter 

and the apostles, fear was an important mitigation in their actions.  It doesn’t end their 

however; there is more betrayal than that.

There are many excellent Passiontide hymns and one of my favourites is God of Mercy and 

Compassion, despite the fact that I always feel a bit uncomfortable singing one of the verses.  

Now you’ll be overjoyed to know that I am not going to sing it today, but the words of the 

verse are –

See my Saviour, bleeding, dying, on the Cross at Calvary.

To that Cross my signs have nailed him, yet he bleeds and dies for me.

Those words bring us to the crucial reason why Jesus had to die.  Judas was the 

betrayer, and the Jewish chief priests were certainly agents in his death;  the Romans 

were the executioners; perhaps Peter and the apostles could have done more; but it 

was because of the sins of mankind, our sins, that Jesus was born to die.  And whilst 

Peter, the apostles and Judas, knew that Jesus was a holy man, perhaps the Messiah, 

they had no inkling at all that Jesus was God. This realisation would only come after 

the Resurrection.  We, on the other hand, profess Jesus to be God as the kernel of our 

faith, to be God from God, light from light, true God from true God, every time we 

recite the Nicene Creed at Mass.  And yet we still sin, often and repeatedly.  This is 



how we betray Jesus, not once but often.  Makes Judas’ betrayal look a bit miniscule, 

don’t you think?

This brings me to the second word and that is forgiveness. 

I think we are on pretty safe ground assuming that Jesus forgave Peter and the 

apostles.  He may also have forgiven Judas.  Matthew in his Passion story tells us that 

Judas admitted and repented his sin of betrayal and returned the money to the chief 

priests.  However, he then went and killed himself.  Whether this was an act of 

despair, a sin against the Holy Spirit, or insanity which would mitigate his action, we 

don’t know.  We can safely leave Judas to the love, mercy and justice of God.

Yet he bleeds and dies for me.

By his death and resurrection, Jesus redeemed all mankind from their sins and built up 

for us a vast reservoir of forgiveness which we can tap into just by asking for it; by 

being sorry for our sins and promising to do what we can to avoid sinning again.  This 

is open to us in the great Sacrament of Reconciliation.   In the Responsorial Psalm for 

today, the Saturday of the Third week in Lent, we read what it is that God wants –

a humbled, contrite heart, you will not spurn.

So for all our treachery and betrayal done through sin, done despite what we profess 

as our faith, Jesus is ready to forgive us, if only we ask.  So we shouldn’t throw away 

the opportunity to put things right, to make amends, to say we are sorry for our 

contribution the sins that produced the awful events that Matthew describes to us in 

the Passion.

And, just in case, while we’re at it, why don’t we put in a prayer for Judas?


